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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The lloupo of Comnions, 
dated g December 1852 



COPIES “ of WATiRANr of the I.ord Lieutenant ajtpointiiig Commissioners 
of Inquiry into Fairs and Markets in Ireland:" 

“ And, of Letter of Instructions to the Commissioners (27tli September 
1852).” 



By the Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland, Eglinton 
and TVinton, to Hercules George Robert Robinson, Esq., Commissioner, and 
John Macbeth, Esq., Assistant Commissioner. 



These are to authorise you and each or either of you, by all lawful and 
proper ways and mcanSj to inquire into the state and condition of the fairs and 
markets held at the several towns and places in Ireland, and by what authority 
tiie same are so held, and the days and hours for holding such fairs and 
markets respectively, and whether the same are held in the streets of a town or 
in some green or other place appropriated thereto ; and the general fitness, con- 
venience, and propriety of such place for the purposes thereof; and also to 
inquire into the modes by which sales have been usually effected at such fairs 
and markets, whether by sample or by bulk ; also to inquire into the several 
toils, duties, customs, stallage, piccago, cranage, beaniage, and all other pay- 
ments which are usually made and levied thereat, and by whom and Ijy whose 
authority, for what cause, or under wliat right or pretence of right the same are 
levied, deinanded, or claimed, and whether from the buyer or seller, or other- 
wise ; and also to inquire into all frauds, abuses, and impositions that have of 
late been practised at such fairs or markets, or in respect of tlie sales and 
dealings thereat, whether the same shall have been practised by or upon tlie 
owner of such fair or market, or any person claiming or deriving under him, or 
whether they shall have been practised by or iqion tlie buyer or the seller of 
any goods sold or intended to be sold thereat, or by virtue thereof, or taking 
benefit therefrom ; and also to inquire into all reasonable and proper means for 
correcting and remedying the said frauds, abuses, and impositions, or any of 
them : And for all or any of the purposes aforesaid, you and each of you shall 
call and summon before you and examine all such persons as you shall judge 
competent in that behalf, and by whom you may be the better informed in 
respect of the matters aforesaid : And what you shall have done in the premises, 
together with the evidence of such persons as you shall so examine as aforesaid, 
with your opinions thereon, you shall fully report to us in writing. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin this 27th day of September 1852. 

By His Excellency’s command, 

(signed) Naas. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMISSIONERS OP INQUIRY 



Geiitlemea, Dublin Castle, 27 September 1852 . 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit to you herewith u war 
rant appointing- you to be a Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner to make 
inquiry regarding the state of fairs and markets in Ireland, and of all matters 
relating thereto. mautrs 



Tins subject has afforded matter for serious consideration to his Excollencv in 
consequence of the representations that have been made to him relative totl.e 
unsatislactory state ol the markets througliout Ireland, the inconvenience that 
arises to the public from defective management, and the frauds that are prac- 
tisecl under various forms. j.udc- 



Per thipniyose you will proceed to certain market towns in different parts 
of Ireland and there institute such inquiries as will enable yon to report areu- 
1 ately on all matters connected with the conduct and management of the markets 
therein. As It is impossible that you can visit each town where a market is 
held, you will upon inquiry select those where you are likely to aeouire the 
fullest mforraatmn, or where the most remarkable abuses are siid to exist As 



1st. The general state of the markets, and all matters connected therewith. 

2d. The inconvenience that arises from the diversilv of woiol,.. i 
sures used in different parts of Ireland. ^ 

3d. The possibility of Government obtaining from officers comiofi-Pfl ti 






fering with your moL important inquSIsInS tie suT^ot\me^nrLt 



Hercules G R. Robinson, Esq., Commissioner, 
and John Macbeth, Esq., Assistant 
Commissioner. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) JVaas. 



queries respecting Markets. 
JIame of market town and county? 

Patent or authority under which the market Is held 1 
'''hen was raartet established? 

How often is it held, and what are th.market days ? 

Name of present owner ? 



to it, with the amonm fTiJon mVj •“"““s articles that : 



i liable 



Are the tolls paid by buyer or seller ? 



Are there enclosed market-places, and is the sale of all . - , 

them t. 1 ■ s me sale ot all agricultural produce oon9nctl to 



scales, and weights beM'pS™d?'* hare a sufScient number of beams, 
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INTO FAIRS AND MARKETS, IRELAND. 

Is the weighmasler sworn, and under the 4th of Anne, cap. 14 ? 

Is all agricultural produce weighed in the market scales 1 
Is any charge made for weighing, independent of the toll? 

Explain the system of weighing in the market. 

What deductions in the nature of beamage or allowance are there taken from the gross 
weight of corn, &c. ? ® 

Are the nature and quautity of all articles weighed in market entered in a book kept by 
the weiehmaster for that purpose; and does the buyer or seller receive a copy of such 
entries fronr the weighmaster ? 

What is the smallest weight used in weighing all agricultural produce in the market 
scales or private stores ? 

What is the weight of a barrel of wheat ? 

What of oats ? 

What of barley ? 

What of other grain? 

What of potatoes? 

Is a stone weight always calculated at 14 lbs. avoirdupois ? 

If not, say whore there is a difference ? 

As wool, potatoes, butter, or other articles of produce ? 

Does a cwt. always consist of 8 stone of 14 lbs. avoirdupois ? 

Is there an inspector of butter, and is it sold by weight or lump ? 

State the amount, as near as possible, of the rates at each market. 

State the various articles sold. 

Is there an inspector of weights and measures for the county or district; if so, how 
often does he visit the market ? 

What are the gross annual amount of tolls, customs, and all other charges collected for 
the last three years, specifying the amount each year? 

How have these tolls been disposed of? 
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